FORBIDDEN JOURNEY
their great defeat. Reunited with those Tungans who were
still in occupation of the New Town, they forced the Turkis
and Kirghiz to flee to the mountains.
It was one of these men in flight who in some inexplicable
way managed to wound the wife of the English Consul-
General at her own door. Hodja Nyaz escaped and fled to
Urumchi, where he became civil vice-governor. Two of the
three Emirs of Khotan were killed. On the I3th of April,
Ma Chung-ying himself arrived at Kashgar. He had been
utterly crushed. His dream of supremacy over Sinkiang was
shattered. But he did not seem despondent. The entire chain
of oases to the south, where he had his partisans, was only
waiting for him to declare his will. He would doubtless go
there to take stock and build up his army again. And, sure
enough, when the summer came, just as the Urumchi
Government troops were advancing, he had proclamations
posted up in Kashgar: the Tungans would take up their
quarters at Khotan, leaving the rest of the country to Sheng
Shih-tsai.
But, to everybody's surprise, Ma appointed his cavalry
commander, Ma Ho-san, to be Commander-in-Chief and
himself took the road to Tashkent and Russian Turkestan,
thus going over, of his own free will, to the enemy of the day
before. He was accompanied by Comrade Constantirioff,
the secretary of the Soviet consulate at Kashgar.
A New Lawrence.
Since then, up to the time I write, nothing is known for
certain about Ma Chung-ying and the most contradictory
rumours circulate as to what has become of him. Ma
arrived at Moscow—dead! Ma went to India to look for
help! Ma was in Peking when we were leaving it in February,
I935—°r so we read. The German Consul at Novo-Sibirsk
announced in April, 1935, that Ma had just arrived at Alma
216

